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March I, 2000

Watchtower Bible & Tract Soeiety
‘Writing Department

25 Columbia Heights

Brooklyn, New York 11201

Re: Blood and upholding righteous standards
Dear Brothers

| appreciate your February 21, 2000 reply in consideration of my letters dated February 16, 1998, July
31, 1998 and November 15, 1999 ogether with your previous replies daved March 23, 1998 and August 24,
1998, However, | fear that vou brothers do not understand the full measure—indeed specific requests—of my
concern. (Compare 2 John 12) For this reason and fearing that others carefully considering our stance on blood
may realize similar difficulties | will make ane more attempt to spell out more exactly those difficulties. Before
doing so, as follows let me first ease your minds about concerns raised in your February 21, 2000 response.

T am not seeking to fmpose anything on anycne, indeed | try hard to aveid such, nor am 1 inclined to do
50, At this paint [ am not sure 1 could impose anything regarding medical use of blood components because |
am unable w do so, which is pars of my problem. For example, if & local friend chose to accepr white
corpuscles to bolster their immune system then as an elder 1 would he expected to impose our stance, which
prohibits acceptance of white corpuscles. Since | cannot explain scripturally the distinctions of our stance |
could pot impose that stance—1 would be forced to recuse myself as incompetent to heer the case.

I am not seeking ways of convincing everyone that we are correct; such is unrealistic and contrary to
Jesus® utterance that most are on the road to destruction. [Compare 2 Timethy 3:7) Regarding physicians or
anyone ¢lse, T am not looking for ways of “absorb[ing] implicit demand(s]™ but rather gaining needed
conviction for feaching whether that be to physicians, my family, congregation publishers or anyone else_ {See
your letter dated February 21, 2000 page 2, par. 3)

1 am not seeking scriptural clarifications regarding a “new™ teaching, but rather one that has existed for
decades. Your letwer of February 21, 2000 wisely admonishes that each of us should have or gain the waiting
attitude of Micah. Regarding that attitude, &5 you noted The Watchtower of January |, 2000 on page [0 makes
the fallowing comment:

“If & Christian does not fully understand a new explanation of a seripture, he
does well humbly to echo the words of the prophet Micah: *1 will show a
waiting attitude for the God of my salvation,™

That comment is regarding how we should deal personally with “new” views, not how we explain
views long held. My questions are not concerning something “new’ but rather views held for decades. Is it
unreasonable 1o request clarification of reasens/views effered regarding teachings decades old? [s it
unreasonable that someone asked to teach asks for an understanding of the “reasons behind [rhe] answers” or
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1 fear now that my concerns and guestions raised about our present stance have no scriptural answers. If
they existed L fee| you brothers would have already shared them with me. This is very disheartening.
Nevertheless, [ will do my level best in serving Jehovah and trust that you brathers will continue pondering
issues raised toward resofution. Tn the meantime if issues such as those expressed are raised to me | will show
persans where our publications address them, If pressed for scriptural answers to issucs about which [ have
questions myself then | must honestly reply that I do not know them. In some instances [ may have to decline
being used,

In my November 15, 1999 letter | stated, “While patiently awaiting answers 1o my questions | have
continued 10 pray and ponder over our stance of tolerance toward some blood components and intolerance
toward other blood components ns well as our overall teaching regarding medical infusion of blood.” That
pondering has included the idea that maybe my questions are irrelevant because perhaps our stance requires
more than intended hased upon scriptures. that perhaps “abstain from blood™ dees not address medical blood
transtusion as we know it teday, thus mooting my i Se, regarding our overall hing about medical
infusion of blood versus the decree to “abstain from blood™ and in harmeny with admonitions in The
Watchtower of June 1, 1982 page 20, par. 15, | submit a suggestion for an improved view of the decres 10
“abstain from blood™.

My suggestion is the result of long, hard, intense and sometimes distressful and prayerful consideration.
1 expect no response 1o it. L anly submit it for your consideration. [ assure you that my suggestion has only the
loftiest of intentions to better understand, respect and obey our Father, Jehovah and His reguirements. My
motivation is genuine and not at all toward secking ways of diluting God's express will. Seeking 10 dilute God's
word is counterproductive toward pleasing our Mzker and gaining His rich rewards, 1f you have any guestions
or wish 1o communicate regarding it you shauld feel free to do so but again, I have no need for a reply w it |
believe that my suggested view is already fundamentally realized in our publications yet without elaboration as
they apply to the deerer “abstain from blond™ versus medical transfusion of blood as practived 1oday. | must
admit that though | have always enjoyed reading and studying the Bible along with vigorously rescarching our
publications that [ had to dig harder and decper than ever 10 realize what tumed out 10 be simple ¢lements as
presented in my suggested improved view. My suggestion is enclosed as a scparate document. Though
somewhat long it contains basic and simple elements strongly favoring the view presemed.

Finally, T know this is now my fourth leter to you brothers on the same subject of blood and uphuldin;
tighi dards. [ am remi of Abraham’s questioning toward that epe whom Jehovah was using. [Gen
18 22-33) L hope you brothers will not chaff but rather that you will see & way to clarify my inquiries if
possible. If need be [ am more than willing te travel and meet you in person, face o Face, so that with a full
mieasure my questions, responses or suggestions can be understood and put to rest or 1o the test. (2 Jehn 1271
want [0 express my appreciation to you brothers for responding at all to my letters regarding blood and
upholding righteons standards. As | said catlier, considering the nature of my questions. [ really had no one =lse
o wen for dialogue. | realize that ty letters have been somewhat long and tedious but that is (he natuss of
corresponding by letter on such subjects as this, which [ have tried 10 address objectively toward bener
understanding God's will. Again, [ appreciate year tirwe and responding,

Please be assured of my Jove and respect for you and accept my appreciation tor all your nard work in
behalf of cur neighbors, our brothers, my family and mysell

Your fellow servant of Jehovzh,

Enclosure: Suggesied View Of The Apostolic Decree " Abstain from blood™ {6 pages)
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